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Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences 
Monthly summary on Research Activities 

(January, 2022) 

1. Areas of Focus: 

The institute carries out research on fundamental as well as applied aspects of Palaeosciences 

that includes Evolutionary history of biota, Paleoclimate, studies of past civilization, Human 

history and contemporary Climate Change issues, following an integrated and multi-disciplinary 

approach. 

 Key research activities under following objectives: 

 Understanding origin and evolution of life through time and space. 

 Understanding climate change in recent and deep geological times. 

 Understanding past civilization and human history. 

 Application of Palaeosciences in exploration of fossil fuel and coal industry. 

 

2. Important Highlights of Major Research Programmes 
 

a. 9th B. S. Venkatachala Memorial Lecture (January 03, 2022) 
 
On the occasion of 89th birth anniversary of former Director Late Dr. B. S. Venkatachala, 

BSIP organized 9th B. S. Venkatachala Memorial Lecture on 03rd January, 2022 in which 

Prof. Mukund Sharma, Scientist G at BSIP, present a summary of his contributions to 

present international of status BSIP and delivered a lecture on entitled as “Precambrian 

Palaeobiology: A Journey through Early Life”. The function was attended by all the 

scientists, research scholars, technical and administrative staff of the institute. 

 
b. 1st Indian Quaternary Congress, AOQR (January 19-21, 2022)  

 
The 1st Indian Quaternary Congress was organized by the Association of Quaternary 

Researchers (AOQR) India in virtual mode between January 19-21, 2022. The focal theme 

of the congress was Integrative Quaternary Sciences for Societal Service. This three-day 

congress was inaugurated by a presidential address by Dr. Vandana Prasad, Director BSIP, 

who is also the President of AOQR society. The congress brought contributions from 266 

researchers working across India in different aspects of the Quaternary sciences. The papers 
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were classified into sessions on Climate: Past, Present and Future; Earth Surface Processes 

in Quaternary; Oceans in Quaternary; Humans in Quaternary; Fossil records from 

Quaternary and Quaternary landscape evolution having 3 keynote talks, 42 oral and 49 

poster presentations. The congress encompassed all important aspects of the Quaternary 

period from both terrestrial as well as marine domains. IQC 2022 provided a unified 

platform where Quaternary community of India could present and discuss its newer findings 

and build a wider interdisciplinary collaborative program.  
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Photographs showing important highlights of major programs/research 
activities organized during January, 2022: 
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